PRESS RELEASE STRANGFORD LOUGH AND LECALE PARTNERSHIP
EMBARGO DATE: NONE
ARTISTS TO HELP ‘OPEN EYES’ TO THE WONDERS OF STRANGFORD LOUGH
The Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership is calling on the imagination and freshness of artists and designers to help us see afresh the distinct wonders of Strangford Lough and draw our gaze back to its extraordinary wildlife, natural environments and beauty.
The Partnership is made up of a group of stakeholders whose key aim is to protect, conserve and indeed celebrate the distinct environment of the Strangford Lough region. Over the past months under its Turn O’ the Tide programme, it has been enlisting the help of artists, writers and other creative people to work alongside environmentalists, marine biologists and other scientists to open up the Lough’s charms and wonders to a wider range of people – and indeed, to enthuse those who live on its shores and coastlines to re-appreciate its beauty.
The latest Turn O’ The Tide programme is calling for artists or designers to create bold visual outdoor statements that draw our attention to the Lough again in novel and exciting ways. The new visual and public art project is suitably called Talking Points aiming to grab attention – on behalf of no other body or person, than the Lough itself.
Speaking of the new programme, Caroline Nolan of the Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership said:
The aim of this project is to open our eyes to the wonder, beauty and distinct bio-diversity of the Strangford Lough region. Even those of us who live by the Lough and see it every day, can forget how extraordinary it is.  As the great Irish playwright Samuel Beckett once said ‘habit is a great deadener’ and sometimes it can take the eye or the imagination of an artist, or a poet to open our eyes again to the incredible things we are surrounded by. We have a wealth of artists living in the region who have already done that through literature, art and music, and so we are looking to them again to give us some bold new visual, or even acoustic stimulus, that will help us to see some aspects of it as if for the first time. 




There is currently an open call to artists, both locally and regionally, to respond to a public art brief looking for ‘innovative and wild’ ideas for placing visual markers around the Lough that draw attention to the area’s unique bio-diversity. The partnership is open to a range of art forms and proposals, including temporary sculpture, events, visual or acoustic ‘happenings’. The new public art project will feature in a large celebration event for Strangford Lough in May 2010.
Amy McKelvey, Community Arts Officer, Ards Borough Council, and Denise Griffith Arts Officer,  Down District Council will both be sitting on the selection panel for the new public art project and are keen to encourage local artists to take part in the latest creative project from the Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership:
Both Councils really value the contribution that our local artists make to the local cultural and economic life of the region and we see this as another excellent opportunity for our artists and collectives to rise to the challenge and put something in our landscapes that is bold and effective in its attempt to help us celebrate the richness of the Lough’s natural environment. We look forward to working with the Partnership to find fresh and new interpretations that as the name of the scheme suggests – will have us all talking!
An Artist’s brief has been prepared, setting out the background the scheme and the criteria. The deadline for submission is 4pm, Friday 17th September 2010. The brief can be downloaded from www.strangfordlough.org 

Ends

Notes to the Editor
Talking Points has been funded  by Heritage Lottery through the Northern Ireland Environment Agency.
For further information, please contact Cathie McKimm (Public Art Consultant) cathie@culturalmanagementservices.com +44 (0) 7874023528



